PORTABLE ORGANIZER 
Background of the Invention 

The present invention is directed toward an organizer and more 
particularly, toward a portable organizer which includes a variety of holders which 
secure various personal organizational items within the organizer including an 
adjustable clamp which can grip a personal data assistant device. 

People today are traveling or are on the road on a daily basis for work or 
pleasure and are away from their office or home more frequently. As a result, they often 
find themselves carrying more and more personal and organizational items, such as 
business cards, credit cards, notebooks, writing implements, and calendars with them. 
A common way to carry such items is by way of an organizer or portfolio. Typically, an 
organizer includes a foldable case with a zipper. Within the case are pockets, straps, or 
other storage compartments so that notebooks, writing implements, and the like may be 
carried therein. The problem with such cases, however, is that they are not capable of 
holding devices such as cellular phones and personal data assistant devices which are 
commonly used today. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,839,553 to Dorsam discloses a briefcase organizer. 
> This device includes a briefcase with cases where each case is essentially a tray of 
, compartments for housing various organizational items such as a stapler, scissors, 
paper clips, a ruler, etc. The compartments of each tray have a common lid. This 
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organizer, however, would not be suitable for securing a cellular phone or personal data 
assistant device which should be securely held in place. 

A need exists for a portable, compact organizer which is able to securely 
store a wide variety of organizational items as well as modern conveniences such as 
personal data assistant devices and cellular phones. 

Summary of the Invention 

The present invention is designed to overcome the deficiencies of the 
prior art discussed above. It is an object of the present invention to provide a portable 
organizer which includes various holders such as an adjustable clamp. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide an adjustable 
clamp which may securely hold a personal data assistant device. 

In accordance with the illustrative embodiments demonstrating features 
and advantages of the present invention, there is provided an organizer which includes 
a foldable case having an interior compartment. The case may have a zipper along its 
periphery. Located within the compartment are various holders for securing a wide 
variety of personal organizational items such as business cards, notepads, an 
identification card, etc. Also located within the compartment is an adjustable clamp 
which may be used to grip a personal data assistant device. The clamp includes an 
upper bracket, a lower bracket, and an elastic member attached to the brackets. The 
lower bracket may be mounted to the case. The upper bracket should not be attached 
to the case. Covering the elastic member is a piece of material sewn or otherwise 


attached to the case. The cover acts as a guide in order to maintain the clamp in place. 
A personal data assistant, such as a miniature electronic device, PALM PILOT, or the 
like may be gripped by the clamp by extending the upper bracket upwardly so that the 
device may rest on the lower bracket and against the cover member. The upper bracket 
is then released so that the upper bracket grips the device and holds it in place. Rubber 
or foam pads may be placed on the upper and lower brackets where the device 
contacts the brackets so that the device is not scratched or otherwise damaged by the 
brackets. 

Other objects, features, and advantages of the invention will be readily 
apparent from the following detailed description of a preferred embodiment thereof 
taken in conjunction with the drawings. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

For the purposes of illustrating the invention, there is shown in the 
accompanying drawings one form which is presently preferred; it being understood that 
the invention is not intended to be limited to the precise arrangements and 
instrumentalities shown. 

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of the organizer of the present 

invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view showing only the adjustable clamp of the 
organizer of the present invention and a miniature electronic device being held therein; 
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Figure 3 is a perspective view of the adjustable clamp of the organizer of 
the present invention without the electronic device; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the adjustable clamp of the organizer of 
the present invention disassembled from the organizer; and 

Figure 5 is an exploded view of the adjustable clamp of the organizer of 
the present invention. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Em bo diment 

Referring now to the drawings in detail wherein like reference numerals 
have been used throughout the various figures to designate like elements, there is 
shown in Figure 1 an organizer constructed in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention and designated generally as 10. 

The organizer includes a foldable case 12 having a left side 14, a right 
side 16, and an interior compartment 18, Along the periphery of the case 12 is a zipper 
20 so that the case 12 may.be folded and zippered closed. Secured within the case 12, 
on the right side 16, is a holder 22 for a notepad 24. A pocket or holder 26 for a 
personal identification card is secured on the left side 14 and a holder in the form of an 
adjustable clamp 28 is also secured on the left side. (See Figure 1 .) It should be 
realized, however, that while only three holders are shown, a number of holders, such 
as straps, pockets, etc. may be located within the compartment and may hold a variety 
of personal organizational items such as a cellular phone, business cards, credit cards, 
keys, writing implements, etc. Furthermore, the arrangement of the holders within the 


case may vary. Also, it should be realized that the size of the case may vary. The case 
may be made from leather, vinyl, combinations of leather and fabric, or the like material. 
The holders may be made from plastic, metal, any like material, or any combinations 
thereof. 

The adjustable clamp 28 includes an upper bracket 30 and a lower 
bracket 32. The upper bracket 30 has a back 34 which extends downwardly. Extending 
outwardly from the top of the back 34 is a front member 36. A flange 38 extends 
upwardly from the front member 36. (See Figure 5.) The front member 36 has a 
downwardly facing surface 40 which has a pad 42 made from rubber, foam, or the like 
attached thereto. The purpose of the pad will be discussed in greater detail below. 

The lower bracket 32 is generally L-shaped and has an upwardly 
extending back 44 and a bottom member 46 which extends outwardly from the bottom 
of the back 44. (See Figure 5.) The bottom member 46 has an upwardly facing surface 
48 which also has a pad 50 made from rubber, foam, or the like attached thereto. 
Again, the purpose of the pad will be discussed in greater detail below. 

The clamp 28 also includes an elastic member 52 which extends between 
the upper bracket 30 and the lower bracket 32 and is attached to the backs 34 and 44. 
Located along the back 34 of the upper bracket 30 and the back 44 of the lower bracket 
32 are means for retaining the elastic member 52 to the brackets 30 and 32. Such 
means may be prongs 54a-54h which hook onto the elastic member 52. That is, the 
prongs 54a-54d on the back 34 may face upwardly and the prongs 54e-54h on the back 
44 may face downwardly. The elastic member 52 is hooked onto these prongs 54a-54h. 


(See Figure 5.) It should be realized, however, that this is just one example of a means 
for retaining the elastic member and that other means known in the art may also be 
used, alone or in combination with each other. For example, as seen in Figure 4, the 
elastic member 52 may also be riveted to the upper bracket 30 and to the lower bracket 
32 or attached via pins or bolts 56a-56d. 

In order for the clamp 28 to be positioned within the case 12, the upper 
bracket 30 should not actually be attached to the case. The elastic member 52 is 
attached to the brackets 30 and 32. The lower bracket 32 is held in place by a cover 58 
which is stitched to the left side 14 so that the bottom member 46 extends through a 
slot 60 in the lower part of the cover 58. The front member 36 and flange 38 of the 
bracket 30 extend over the top of the cover 58. (See Figure 3.) The cover 58 acts as a 
guide or means for maintaining the clamp in place. The cover 58 may be made from 
fabric, leather, or the like material. 

In order to fit a miniature electronic device 62 such as a PALM PILOT or 
the like into the clamp, the flange 38 of the upper bracket 30 is grasped by the user and 
is pushed upwardly so that the device 62 may be properly positioned. That is, the 
bottom of the device is placed against the pad 50 located on the lower bracket 32 and 
the back of the device is positioned against the cover 58. The upper bracket 30 may 
then be released. The pad 42 located on the upper bracket 30 rests against the top of 
the device 62. The device 62 is now securely held within the clamp 28. (See Figure 2.) 
The pads act as buffers or protective means which prevent the device from being 
scratched or otherwise damaged by the brackets. Furthermore, the elastic member 
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allows height and width adjustments to be made so that differently sized devices may 
be held by the clamp. 

The present invention may be embodied in other specific forms without 
departing from the spirit or essential attributes thereof and accordingly, reference 
should be made to the appended claims rather than to the foregoing specification as 
indicating the scope of the invention. 
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